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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF FULL COUNCIL  
held on 14 May 2026 at 6pm in the Old Wool Market and via video conference 

 

Present   Cllr R Thomas   Chairman/Mayor 
Cllr R Thomas-Turner  Vice Chairman / Deputy Mayor-Elect  
Cllr D Thomas-Turner  Sheriff 
Cllr A Benson-Davies  Deputy Mayor-Elect 
Cllr J Odlin 
Cllr S Pearce 

     Cllr S Williams 
      

In attendance   V Lewis Camacho   Town Clerk/RFO 
    E Geear   Deputy Town Clerk 
 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
2905 Apologies 
  

 Apologies received from Cllr(s) K Blake, K Manikonda, T Moses, B Simister, S Thorley.  
Absent: Cllr C Black 

    
2906 Declarations of Interest from Members 
 

Agenda Item Member Interest Nature of interest 
 

None 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
2907 Election of the Town Mayor and Chairman of Council 
 

Resolved Cllr. R Thomas-Turner was elected Mayor and 
Admiral of the Port of Haverfordwest and 
Chairman of Council for the 2026-27 council year, 
subject to signing his declaration of acceptance 
and taking the oaths of office.  

 
Proposed:  Cllr A Benson-Davies Seconded: Cllr 
D Thomas-Turner. All in favour. 

 

Cllr. R Thomas-Turner to sign the declaration of 
acceptance of office and take the oaths of office 
at the formal Mayoral Ceremony on 21 May 2026 
and, in any event, no later than the first full 
council meeting after his election. 

 

Cllr. R Thomas-Turner to confirm the appointment 
of Cllr D Thomas-Turner as Mayoress on signing 
his declaration of office. 

 
2908 Election of the Deputy Mayor and Vice Chairman of Council  
 

Resolved Cllr A Benson-Davies was elected Deputy Mayor 
and Vice Chairman of Council for the 2026-27 
council year, with effect from the formal Mayoral 
Ceremony on 21 May 2026 and, in any event, no 
later than the first full council meeting after his 
election. 

 
Proposed:  Cllr D Thomas-Turner. Seconded: Cllr 
R Thomas-Turner. All in favour. 
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Cllr A Benson-Davies to confirm the appointment 
of Alex Dare as Deputy Mayoress/Consort on 21 
May 2026. 

 

2909 Election of the Sheriff  
 

Resolved Cllr D Thomas-Turner was elected Sheriff for the 
2025-26 council year with effect from the formal 
Mayoral Ceremony on 21 May 2026 and, in any 
event, no later than the first full council meeting 
after her election. 

 
Proposed:  Cllr R Thomas-Turner. Seconded: Cllr 
A Benson-Davies. All in favour. 

 
 Cllr D Thomas-Turner to confirm the appointment 

of Cllr R Thomas-Turner as the Sheriff’s Consort 
on 21 May 2026. 
 

2910 Other Civic Appointments: 
Appointments to be confirmed at the Mayor Making Ceremony on 21 May 2026 

 

Resolved a) Reverend Sophie Whitmarsh as the 
incoming Mayor’s Chaplain 

 b) ACF Cdt Tim Davis as the incoming Mayor’s 
Cadet 

 c) Miss Michaela Squelch and Mr Jack Mason 
as Sergeant(s) at Mace  

 d) Mr Patrick Wheeler as Sergeant at Arms 
 
 

2911   Governance 
Resolved: to adopt the following for 2026-27 Council year: 

 

a) Code of Conduct    Proposed: Cllr A Benson-Davies 
Seconded: Cllr W Williams. All in favour. 

 

b) Standing Orders    Proposed: Cllr R Thomas-Turner 
Seconded: Cllr S Williams. All in favour. 
 

c) Financial Regulations   Proposed: Cllr R Thomas 
Seconded: Cllr S Williams. All in favour. 

 
d) Terms of Reference for Committees, Sub-Committees, and all Working Groups 

Proposed: Cllr B Simister 
Seconded: R Thomas Turner. All in favour. 

 
e) Council’s Training Plan   Proposed: Cllr R Thomas 

Seconded: Cllr J Odlin. All in favour. 
 
2912 Resolved: To approve the Schedule of Ordinary Meetings of the Council and its Committees 

for the 2026-27 Council Year 
Proposed: Cllr R Thomas-Turner 
Seconded: Cllr A Benson-Davies. All in favour. 

 
2913   Other statutory business to be deferred until the next Full Council Meeting  

 
Resolved To defer the following statutory business to the 

next Full Council Meeting on 16 June 2026 to 
coincide with the internal audit review and 
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approval of the Annual Return and Financial 
Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026: 

 

a) Appointment and terms of reference of the internal auditor 
b) Adoption of the Council’s Annual Report 2025-26 
c) Review of expenditure incurred under S137 of the Local Government Act 1972 
d) Review of the Asset Register 
e) Review of Internal Controls and Risk Management Assessment, including delegation 

arrangements to Committees, Sub-Committees, and the Clerk 
f) Review of Allowances and Expenses Policy for 2026-27 
g) Review and confirmation of banking arrangements and authorised signatories 
h) Review and confirmation of direct debit arrangements 
i) Review of progress on Council policy updates  

 
Annual governance matters not listed above have been reviewed by the Council at other meetings held 
during the 2025-26 civic year. 

Proposed: Cllr J Odlin. Seconded: Cllr R Thomas-
Turner. All in favour. 

 
 

 
With no further business to consider, the meeting ended at 6.22pm 
 
 

Chairman of Council / Mayor ……………………………………………. Signed 
 
Proper Officer / Town Clerk  ……………………………………………. Signed 
 
Date     …………………………………………….  


